
Chairman’s Report 2012 – 2013 
 
 
When I typed in 2012 – 2013 just now it made me realise how time flies by, even when you are 
trying to pay attention. It didn’t seem that long ago that we were breaking EH rules by allowing the 
young Helen Richardson to play hockey with her brothers, and now she is playing brilliantly in her 
third Olympics for GB. I have just watched her genius on the blue pitch (was I the only one who 
found it hard to follow the ball, other than the cameraman of course who seemed to be watching a 
different match, often in slow motion), I did feel a little sad (and proud) as I watched, thinking 
about Jonesy recovering from illness, who had taught her everything he knew. Yes it is all about 
legacy, or is it sustainability?  
 
Last year I wrote about the future of hockey, not just here where the love of the game is tangible 
with Boots and ourselves putting out 24 teams, but in the Midlands in general where a significant 
number of Clubs are struggling to keep alive. England Hockey are trusting in the Olympics to 
rekindle the interest of our youth, and I hope it does, but we are in competition with so many other 
sports that I think we need to do more at National level to promote hockey at Secondary School 
level. Perhaps the proliferation of Academies will provide opportunities for us to offer specialist 
professional coaching to compliment traditional PE lessons within local schools. One thing is for 
sure, things cannot stay the same, otherwise we will be playing inter-club matches every other 
Saturday. 
 
Key changes this coming season will be the need for us to rationalise pitch booking times and to 
move more games to the Becket pitch. This is a result of the School increasing pitch hire rates 
beyond any reasonable affordability, and their suggestion that if we cannot afford it we should use 
it less. So we assume they would rather it be standing un-used then it being used at a reasonable 
rate that Clubs can afford. We cannot afford to waste pitch time so please come to training 
sessions in good time and ready get going. Leaning on sticks chatting is expensive at £85 per hour! 
 
We will be attempting to put out a tenth Mens side this season which will be a remarkable 
achievement, and many thanks to Bob for stepping in to champion it. I have had a general Club 
audit and reckon that by amalgamating bits of a number of players, my right leg and arm, Bobs, 
left knee and Jonesy’s big toe we could scramble a team together, all held together with blue 
insulating tape of course. Sounds like a plan. 
 
We have an interesting season ahead with a number of challenges for us, but also a very exciting 
one after a great performance on the pitch last year. Nearly all our teams will be playing at the top 
level and will need to keep the standard high especially at the beginning of the season as that is 
where we are frequently giving away cheap points. Early season availability is key so please be 
available as early as possible. 
 
We have started to think about bringing younger members in to organisational roles, our stalwarts 
will not be there forever so we have a number of new faces on Committee which is promising, and 
I am sure they will start to influence how we move forward. Umpiring is an ongoing issue and there 
will be opportunities to train during the season, so let me know if you are keen to learn some rules. 
Coaching is increasingly important so we will be supporting as much as we can anyone who wants 
to gain Level 1 or 2 qualifications. 
 
We will of course be facing the usual problems of attracting new players to replace the younger 
members who are off to College and the older weekend warriors who have too many bits not 
working, so if you can help us promote the Club then please do so. We have been busy promoting 
the Club during the summer with a number of taster sessions, and there have been enquiries from 
players from other Clubs wanting to join us, so if you see a fresh face at training please make 
them welcome in the usual WBMHC manner. 
 
Training starts Thursday 29th August for ladies and Monday 6th August for Men. I look forward to 
seeing you at one or the other (possibly both?). Availability for the full season is on your Members 



page of the web site, so please let us know your availabilities as far ahead as possible. Subs can be 
paid online, or by BAKS with our new account number so get that sorted ASAP. 
 
Let’s have another great season….. I have a new pair of boots. 
 
Geoff Bail 
 
Chairman 
 
July 2012 
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